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not been wanting. They have all led back to savagery.
Mr. Sinclair thinks that the French Revolution issued
out in liberty. The French Revolution is open to
very many different interpretations and constructions;
but, on the whole, it left essential interests just about
where it found them. A million men lost their lives to
get Louis de Bourbon off the throne and Napoleon
Bonaparte on it, and by the spoils of Europe to make
rich nobles of his generals. That is the most definite
and indisputable result of the Revolution. Mr. Sinclair
also repeats the familiar warning or threat that those
who are not competent to win adequate success in the
struggle for existence will "rise." They are going to
"shoot," unless we let him and his associates redis-
tribute property. It seems that it would be worth
while for them to consider that, by their own hy-
pothesis, those-who-have will possess advantages in
"shooting": (1) they will have the guns; (2) they
will have the talent on their side because they can pay
for it; (3) they can hire an army out of the ranks of
their adversaries.
In all this declamation we hear a great deal about
votes and political power, "ballots or bullets." Of
course this is another outcome of the political and
social philosophy of the last two centuries. Mr. Sin-
clair says that "Democracy is an attitude of soul. It
has its basis in the spiritual nature of man, from which
it follows that all men are equal, or that, if they are
not, they must become so." Then Democracy is a
metaphysical religion or mythology. The age is not
friendly to metaphysics or mythology, but it falls under
the dominion of these old tyrants in its political philoso-
phy. If anybody wants to put his soul in an attitude,
he ought to do it. The "system" allows that liberty,